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Five more things to do
when on a college trip

by Stephanie Klein
Wassink

Optimizing a school trip
can make the application
Precess much easier, Here
are a few more tips to get
you on the right track.

Attend the informa.

" tion session. Other than an

interview, this is the clos-
est most applicants get to
the admissions commitiee,
Take advantage of it. Ask
thoughtful questions dur-
ing, or better yet after, the
information session. Get the
S$peaker’s card and .follow
up with an e-mail or note,
The note will not get you in,
but it will kikely be included
in your application and pro-
vides another data point on
which your application wil]
be evaluated.

Talk. to students who
are not affiliated with the
admissions office. Student
tour guides are sometimes
less than forthcoming with
respect to a school’s short-
comings. Other students,
ones who do not work for
the admissions office, may
offer different insights.

Investigate the campus’s
crime statistics and those
of the surrounding neigh-
borhood. Campus safety is
Important. Students need te
feel safe when walldng back
from late night study ses-
sions or socializing. If the
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Drospective student neglects -
to do that research, a parent

should, Knowing the cam-
pus is safe will make every-
One more comforigble,

Find out if they like you.
One way to quickly assess
the relationship between
the administration and the
students is to get a sense
of how students are treated
by college employees. Are
students, particuiarly under-
grads, considered a nuj-
sance? If so, take notice,

Ask if it’s a suitcase
school. One coveted part

-of the college experience

is the weekend. Learning
from fellow students js the
reasom the admissions com-
mittee works so hard to find
diversity in the applicant
pool. If students pack -up
and go home for the week.
end because there is noth-
ing happening on campus,
beware. Ask a student what,
other tharp studying, hap-
Pens on campus over the
weekend.
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